Quenda

Isoodon obesulus fusciventer

Southwest
bandicoot

The quenda (Isoodon
obesulus fusciventer) is a
subspecies of southern
brown bandicoot

that is only found in
southwest Western
Australia. Unique

to the region, their
common name

is southern brown t
bandicoot, but they are more. r —— NOt a ra
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often referred to- bthhelr Noongar name TR S TS L_ The quenda is a small, solid animal with petite

of quénda (pronounced”“kwen d@”’) f.'} SRR A MRS  /ound ears and a prominent pointed snout that

| : ' ' : is used for nosing about in leaf litter and soil in
search of food. Their backs are covered in coarse

safety dark grey-brown to yellow-brown hair, tending
to creamy white underneath. Often mistaken
at a distance for rats, their short tapered tails
and slight whiskers differentiate these native
mammals upon closer inspection. They also
have a very different gait to rats, and, unlike the
rodents they are often mistaken for, can’t climb.

Bugs, worms, and other invertebrates and also fungi
make up the very diverse diet of the quenda. Whilst
short, their arms are strong with well-developed claws
on all feet, which help them to dig up food items

from the hardest of ground. Distinctive cone-shaped
diggings can be found where quenda are found.
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Quenda reproduction is closely linked to local rainfall patterns,
with many breeding all year around. Litters of up to five or
six young are born after an 11-day gestation period and the
joeys (usually only two or three) are weaned at two months.
Like all bandicoots, quenda have a backwards pointing
pouch that prevents it being filled with sand when digging.
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