Tawny Frogmouth

Whooo are
you?

Tawny Frogmouths are
commonly mistaken for

an owl. They are not
raptors though, lacking the
strong feet and talons that

characterise these birds of

prey. They are more closely o ‘ 3 s

related to the nightjar family. AL \ T '
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to come in range rather than il B b TN m no UI er!
hunting on the wing and ; : iy

use their beaks, rather than
feet, to catch their prey.

The tawny frogmouth is Mates for Iife

predominantly an insectivore,
feasting mostly on beetles,
grasshoppers, crickets and
spiders. When available,
small frogs, lizards and
mammals may also be
eaten.

Lacking sharp claws or beaks, tawny frogmouths
rely on their well-adapted camouflage for protection
when threatened. They sit very still, beak pointed
straight, mimicking a branch for long periods

until the threat has passed. If threatened on the
nest, tawny frogmouths will open their beak and
eyes very wide in an effort to scare off potential
predators.
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